Driven by a rapid increase of energy consumption, the Chinese government favors an all-out approach to energy security, under which as many as possible sources of energy are tapped simultaneously. Choices for particular sources of energy and technologies do not refl ect much coordination, and the absence of public debate makes it diffi cult to understand the processes of decision-making. Th at goes even more for China's foreign energy policy. Th e fi rst part of this article presents an analysis of major Chinese achievements and perceived problems. An opinion survey of advanced students and researchers was conducted in Beijing in early 2008, in order to gain more insight into Chinese attitudes towards domestic and foreign energy issues, and particularly energy supply security. We found signifi cant attitudinal diff erences between men and women, and between the younger and older age group. Reluctantly, the Chinese have become more willing to accept high levels of foreign dependency as inevitable. Th is confl icts with the general nationalist attitude, even stronger among the populace than in government circles, which feels that China should be selfreliant and foreign countries and markets in general cannot be trusted.
1 Th is rapid rise in energy consumption was unexpected: in the late nineties faulty predictions on the basis of understated coal production fi gures and unrealistic assumptions about technological improvement and substitution of coal by oil led China's Ministry of Energy (later abolished) to believe that under a Business-As-Usual scenario with 7.5% annual GDP growth between 1996 and 2005 its coal consumption would remain constant at 1,360 Mt. In reality, it doubled! See: Yanjiu ketizu (Research group), Zhongguo nengyuan zhanlüe yanjiu (Study of China's Energy Strategy (2000 -2050 . China Power Publishing House, 1997.
2 Th e State Statistical Bureau reported an annual decrease of energy production of 3.68% and therefore negative energy elasticity of minus 0.445 for the 1996-2000 period, and an annual increase of energy production of 14.43% and an energy elasticity of 1.76 for the years 2001-2003. Subsequently, production and elasticity fi gures have been smoothed out.
3 Th is conclusion was drawn on the basis of a minimum statistical (lower-bound) annual oil consumption for developed countries of 11 barrels per capita. Willem P. Nel and Christopher J. Cooper, "A critical review of IEA's oil demand forecast for China." Energy Policy 2008:1.
4 Oil outlook to 2030: OPEC Secretariat background paper, 11th International Energy Forum, Rome 20-22 April 2008. Table 2 . 2008 consumption of crude and refi ned oil increased by 5.6 and 11.9 percent, respectively. 5 China's oil reserve-to-production ratio is only 13 per year as against a world average of 40. Aft er a decade of disappointing new oil fi nds, in 2007 PetroChina made a large discovery in the Bohai Bay, the Nanpu oil fi elds with total reserves of 1.18 billion tons of oil, "a shot in the arm for both the company and China's energy security." It increases the likelihood of further discoveries. Chinaview.cn 2007-06-28 and 2007-08-15; http://gasandoil.com/goc/news/nts72406.htm. However, only 445 million tons were certifi ed by the ministry as economic reserves. China's Ministry of Land and
